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IThe Queen will be wearing a cocktail dress,' said the Palace Official, and
Her Majesty's intention was duly recorded in the Minutes for the benefit
of ladies attending the celebrations. Clearly we were now down to basics.
Indeed, the planning seemed at times to be more elaborate than it had
been in 1952/53, perhaps because then there had been but a single objec
tive, whereas now there were several, depending on who you talked to.
The Mount Everest Foundation wished to replenish its coffers, publishers
saw an opportunity for new titles, films were promoted, exhibitions
mounted, T-shirts designed, and special supplements planned for the week
end newspapers; the bandwagon was overloaded. Forty years ago The
Times soberly covered the progress of the expedition; the rest of the media
(a term then scarcely invented) only became interested late in the day, and
were held at arm's length by the expedition. How different now! From
the beginning, the 1953 team themselves had said that they did not wish
to promote any great show nor have a great fuss made, but would do their
best to co-operate with the organisers. By the end, they were in much the
same gratified but bemused state of mind that they had experienced after
the return to Kathmandu all those years ago.

The centrepiece of the public celebrations was the 'expedition lecture' at
the Royal Geographical Society, introduced by Chris Bonington and
admirably delivered by John Hunt, Mike Ward, George Band and Ed
Hillary. There were three performances, before a total audience of some
1800 people, the third and last in the presence of Her Majesty the Queen
and other members of the Royal Family. The enthusiastic applause which
followed the account of a forty-year-old adventure was quite astounding.
It was a moving experience for all those involved.

After the lecture, Her Majesty the Queen, with the Princess Royal and
the Duke of Kent, attended a reception to which a number of distinguished
British and foreign guests and about 120 members of the Alpine Club and
Fellows of the RGS had been invited. It was most gratifying to receive
afterwards a letter from the Palace making it clear that Her Majesty had
much enjoyed the evening; the lecture, we knew, had gone very well, but
we wondered whether the reception afterwards had not been altogether
too crowded, in spite of the ruthless pruning which had been applied to
the guest list. .



1. HM The Queen arriving at the Royal Geographical Society on 26 May 1993 for the
lecture to mark the 40th Anniversary of the first ascent of Everest. She is being
received by Michael Westmacott, President of the Alpine Club, his wife Sally,
and officers of the RGS and Mount Everest Foundation. (John Clenre) (p89)

2. HM The Queen with members of the 1953 Everest Expedition. From L:
George Band, Charles Wylie, Nawang Gombu, Michael Ward, John Hunt,
HM The "Queen, Edmund Hillary, Michael Westmacott, Alfred Gregory,
Griffith Pugh (seated) and George Lowe. (John Clenre) (p89)
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The arrangements for these lectures had been made in the context of a
fund-raising exercise for the Mount Everest Foundation conducted by its
ex-Chairman Charles Clarke and current Chairman Patrick Fagan. The
organisers had realised from the outset that it would not be possible to
match the generous, and very successful, Annapurna celebrations in 1990,
when all the surviving first ascensionists of 8000m peaks and many other
distinguished mountaineers had been invited, at Chamonix's expense, to
a party lasting several days. We were well aware that no government or
municipal help would be available in the UK. The lecture programme
was, inCidentally, a financial success, contributing substantially to the 40th
Anniversary Appeal.

The evening atthe RGS was a high spot. For me, however, other events
were more simply enjoyable. On the previous day there had been a recep
tion for the 1953 team at the Alpine Club, attended by some of the foreign
guests who were in London for the RGS affair, and by as many AC mem
bers as could be accommodated. A fine exhibition of photographs from
successive expeditions adorned th~ walls of the lecture room. Exhibits
from the archives and other memorabilia were on show upstairs. Food
was provided by a volunteer team, the wine flowed freely and speeches
were kept to a minimum. The occasion was relaxed, bringing together
many old friends and acquaintances. It was good to have with us Charles
Warren who w:as Medical Officer on the Everest expeditions of 1935,1936
and 1938. The Sherpa community was represented by Nawang Gombu,
Tenzing Norgay's nephew, who was with us in 1953, by Tenzing's son
Norbu Tenzing, and by Pertemba.

Earlier in the year six members of the 1953 expedition had met in
Khumbu, originally with the idea of attending the opening of the new
Thyangboche monastery, the previous building having been destroyed
by fire a few years ago. But the work had not been finished on time and,
whether coincidentally or not, the planned opening date had been declared
by the monks to be inauspicious. It was a relief not to have to join the
crowds that were bound to arrive for that occasion. As it was, there were
at least two 'anniversary' expeditions in the area and several TV teams, as
well as the usual complement of trekkers and climbers. Some of us
arrived on foot from Jiri on 31 March to find those who had come by air
ensconsed in a large camp in a sloping meadow near Lukla. It quickly
became clear that this was also something of a fund-raising occasion, this
time for Ed Hillary's Himalayan Trust. The time spent at Lukla provided
a pleasant rest after ten days walking, but was much taken up with TV,
group photographs and interviews. I wondered more than once how Ed
Hillary had survived the past 40 years of fame. All honour to him that he
has used it for the great work he has done with and for the Sherpas. He
and John Hunt were whisked away by helicopter one day for a party at
Thyangboche, a celebration and a 'Thankyou' for all they have done.

So the six expedition members did not have a lot of time together,
dispersing after two days in various directions. In spite of poor weather,
the walking party had enjoyed their journey to Lukla, following much of



67. The Magnificent Six' Frol/1 L: Charles Wylie, Edmund Hillary, John Hunt,
George Lowe, George Band, Michael Westmacott. 3 April 1993. (SllSnll Bal1d) (p89l"

68. Chris Railing, director of the
film Retun! to Everest. (p12l)

69. John Davey, cameraman.
(Oris Rallil1g) (p121)
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the route of 40 years ago. Times had changed, but the country and the
people are still most attractive. There are tea-houses and lodges at intervals;
no longer are Europeans a curiosity, nor is an empty tin or a polythene bag
snapped up by the locals as soon as it is abandoned. But the litter situation
is a lot better than in London, and there are very few signs of serious erosion,
though there are more villagers and no doubt fewer trees. I had a particular
interest in butterflies, having collected some in 1953 and recorded a
migration, mainly of long-tailed blues and diptera, over the 3000m Lamjura
Bhanjyang. This year, there was no such movement over the col. Generally,
there seemed to be fewer butterflies around. Whether that was due to a
late and snowy spring, to deforestation or just to the rose-tinted memories
of youth, I cannot say

After Lukla, most of the party walked to Namche Bazar, where it then
split up, some going on to Kala Pattar, while the originalwalking party
went to both Thame and Gokyo. En route, we were interested and imp
ressed when we visited one of the tree nurseries set up by the Himalayan
Trust. Then more of us went home, leaving George Band and me, with
our trek leader Steve Aisthorp and David Murdoch, the doctor from Kunde,
to attempt Imjatse (Island Peak). The weather on our approach was abys
mal, dumping quantities of fresh snow on the peaks. It cleared brilliantly
for our attempt, but we ran out of time on the final ridge, reaching a res
pectable 20,000ft but unwilling to face the descent in the dark that would
have followed a few further hours of work to reach the summit. It was,
however, a splendid mountaineering day with which to round off our trip.

There was one more great pleasure for me, in meeting again Pasang
Phutar, my personal attendant during the walk-in 40 years before. He is
now an old gentleman of over 80, a great age for a Sherpa of his generation.
He lives comfortably in his son's modern home in a suburb of Kathmandu.
How good it is when the benefits of 'development' go to the right people.

The final phase of the 40th Anniversary celebrations was, appropriately,
at the Pen-y-Gwryd Hotel during the weekend which included the 29th
of May We began by attending a party at Plas y Brenin as guests of the
British Mountaineering Council, which was also host to the annual
assembly of the UIAA. At this party, Ed Hillary was made an Honorary
Member of the UIAA, in recognition of his work for the Sherpas. Then,
next morning, on the anniversary of the first ascent, the press were in
attendance for a short time at the PyG. But after that we were able to be
alone at last, with our families and friends. We walked round the
Snowdon Horseshoe, we dined sumptuously as guests of the house, and
we relaxed together. It had been a memorable celebration.
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BUCKINGHAM PALACE

27th May, 1993.

On our return to Buckingham Palace last night, The Queen
asked me to write to thank you for your very special part in
yesterday's celebration of the Fortieth Anniversary of the
first ascent of Everest. I do not think I need tell you how
much Her Majesty enjoyed the evening because it was so evident
throughout. The riveting account of the events of forty years
ago during your lecture re-awakened for The Queen, like every
single member of the audience, the thrill and excitement of
your achievement all those years ago. Her Majesty
particularly enjoyed the chance to meet members of the 1953
team after the lecture. She also was most grateful to you for
presenting her with the commemorative edition of your book
which she has asked should find a special place in the Royal
Library at Windsor.

I should be grateful if you would pass on The Queen's
thanks to all members present of the 1953 team for a truly
unforgettable evening. This letter comes with Her Majesty's
warm good wishes to you all.

(ROBIN JANVRIN)

The Lord Hunt, KG, CBE, DSO.
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